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Editorôs Page 
Darren Sefton 

 
 
I must start off with an apologyðin the Winter edition I included two 
photographs of Laughing Thrushes sent in by Nigel Hewston to ac-
company his article on SoftbillsðI labelled them up the wrong way 
around, so Iôve re-printed them on page 7ðhopefully with the right 
names this time ! 
 
Sadly, Iôve been struggling for content this quarter. I had hoped that 
the enforced lockdown would mean that people had time to spare and 
encouraged some writing. I would like to think that your time was tak-
en up caring for and enjoying your birds instead (a much better alter-
native actually) Although the opportunity for articles on overseas trips 
and zoo visits will obviously have been curtailed. Hereôs hoping this 
changes soon. 
 
However, Steve Peacock and Bryan came to my rescue (and they de-
serve my gratitude), but Iôve been forced into picking out some arti-
cles from our overseas magazine exchange, or from the internet. Iôve 
tried to pick out items that you will have not already seen them and 
also find them of interest.  
 
It is always preferable in my mind for new material written by our 
members specifically for Foreign Birds, so to this end Iôm appealing to 
you all to spend a few minutes to jot down some of your experiences 
and also send me them, hopefully with a few bird-related photos. It 
has been a few years since it was last published, but Iôve included a 
guide on writing based on one sent in by one of my predecessors from 
2012. It is still largely pertinent and therefore I hope this helps. 
 
In a recent news report I saw that crisp manufacturers were advising 
that prices of crisps were going to rise due to rising Sunflower oil pric-
es, so Iôve put a report on page 42 about this. 
 
Hope you all keep safe and have a great breeding season 
Darren 
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Honorificsða reply  
Bryan Reed 

 
In the Winter 2021 edition Darren Sefton asked whether honorifics 
being used when naming species of birds was necessary in the modern 
world 
 

I think it should be left "as is" - I'm personally against trying to change 
history to suit a trend - or where does it stop? What's acceptable today 
isn't necessarily acceptable tomorrow, and even then could be reversed 
again in future.  
 
The current trend seems to be very selective, and often doesn't take 
into account atrocities carried out by ethnic majorities against minori-
ties in a historically shared foreign land - or the fact that many fore-
bears of wealthy individuals in those lands made fortunes on the mis-
ery of others.  
 
And how far do we go back in time? Aristocracy, Invaders of which 
we and others have had our fair share? Indeed in the present day no 
countries seem to be making a very good job of all forms of modern 
slavery.  Indeed, neither are they good at controlling the multinationals 
big business model of exporting jobs to ever cheaper (poorer) coun-
tries and their people,. Taking advantage of them on the pretext of the 
customer wanting ever cheaper products, which is actually based on 
multinationals wanting more profit, less restrictions, minimal health & 
safety legislation, fewer environmental concerns, very little renumera-
tion paid to workers and a lot of backhanders. And by the way, I don't 
remember anyone asking for any consumer's opinion on the subject.  
 
Oh and as Darren hinted you cannot name a species or sub-species af-
ter yourself - it's not cricket!  
 
And on the subject of the whole idea of species naming. This is an en-
tirely man made idea to order the natural world by Carl Linnaeus 
who's credited with being the father of modern taxonomy - if we could 
actually talk to the natural flora and fauna we may find they couldn't 
give a damn and may call themselves something entirely different! 
Lol.  
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Sorry for my light hearted response to a serious "food for thought" - 
but we can't wipe out history, countless wars, and subjugation by pre-
tending things didn't happen - different times create different thoughts, 
moods and ideas, and what seems right or acceptable today may not 
prove to be right in the near, middle or far distant future.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Striated Laughingthrush Grammatoptila striatus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Streaked Laughingthrush Trochalopteron lineatum 
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Inti Tanager: Colourful New Species of Bird 
Discovered in South America 

Natali Anderson (courtesy of Sci-news.comðNov 2021) 

~ŭŊıŹĭőŃőħıűŹű̇ĭîƒđ̇čıűćőƒđŭđč̇î̇ŊđƓ̇ħđŊžű̇îŊč̇űŪđćıđű̇őĦ̇
ŹîŊîħđŭ̇őŊ̇Źĭđ̇ŃőƓđŭ̇űŃőŪđű̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ Ŋčđű̇ıŊ̇űőžŹĭđîűŹđŭŊ̇
¸đŭž̇îŊč̇ƓđűŹđŭŊ̇6őŃıƒıî˖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÇîŊîħđŭű îŭđ̇î̇Ńîŭħđ̇ĦîŉıŃƕ˗̇ÇĭŭîžŪıčîđ˗̇őĦ̇ŉőŭđ̇ŹĭîŊ̇ʽˁʺ̇
űőŊħĆıŭč̇űŪđćıđű̇ŭđűŹŭıćŹđč̇îŃŉőűŹ̇đŊŹıŭđŃƕ̇Źő̇Źĭđ̇ ŉđŭıćîŊ̇
ŹŭőŪıćű˖ 

`Ź̇ıű̇Źĭđ űđćőŊč̇ŃîŭħđűŹ̇ĦîŉıŃƕ̇őĦ̇Ćıŭčű îŊč̇ŭđŪŭđűđŊŹű̇îĆőžŹ̇
ʾ̾̇őĦ̇îŃŃ̇îƒıîŊ̇űŪđćıđű̇îŊč̇ʻʼ̾̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇xđőŹŭőŪıćîŃ̇Ćıŭčű˖ 

Çĭđűđ̇ĦŭžıŹ-đîŹıŊħ̇Ćıŭčű̇čıűŪŃîƕ̇î̇Ɠıčđ̇ŭîŊħđ̇őĦ̇ŪŃžŉîħđ̇ćőŃ˳

http://www.sci-news.com/biology/science-study-plumage-song-evolution-tanagers-darwins-transfer-hypothesis-02007.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1055790314000578
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őžŭű̇îŊč̇ŪîŹŹđŭŊű˗̇ĦőŭîħıŊħ̇Ćđĭîƒıőžŭű˗̇ƒőćîŃıƜîŹıőŊű˗̇đćő˳
ŹƕŪđű˗̇îŊč̇ĭîĆıŹîŹ̇ŪŭđĦđŭđŊćđű˖ 

ÇĭŭîžŪıčîđı̇ŊćŃžčđű̇űőŉđ̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ŉőűŹ̇űŪđćŹîćžŃîŭŃƕ̇ćőŃőžŭ˳
ĦžŃ̇Ćıŭčű̇ıŊ̇Źĭđ̇ƓőŭŃč̇˶̇űžćĭ̇îű̇Źĭđ Ūîŭîčıűđ̇ŹîŊîħđŭ̇
Ç˭îŊħîŭî̀ćĭıŃđŊűıű ˮ˶̇îű̇ƓđŃŃ̇îű̇ŉőŭđ̇čŭîĆ̇Ćıŭčű˖ 

Çĭđ̇ŊđƓŃƕ-čıűćőƒđŭđč̇űŪđćıđű˗̇Ŋîŉđč̇Źĭđ̇`ŊŹı̇ŹîŊîħđŭ̇
\˭đŃıőŹĭŭîžŪıű̀őŊđıŃŃıˮ˗̇ıŊĭîĆıŹű̇Źĭđ̇ãžŊħîű̇ĆıőŭđħıőŊ̇őĦ̇6ő˳
Ńıƒıî̇îŊč̇¸đŭž˖̇`Ź̇ıű̇îŃűő̇ŀŊőƓŊ̇îű̇Źĭđ ¿îŊ̇¸đčŭő̇ÇîŊîħđŭ ̇

Ç˻ĭđ̇Ŋîŉđ̇`ŊŹı̇ıű̇Źĭđ ºžđćĭžî ˶̇î̇ŃîŊħžîħđ̇ıŊčıħđŊőžű̇Źő̇
Źĭđ̇ŭđħıőŊ̇˶̇Ɠőŭč̇ŹĭîŹ̇ŉđîŊű̇¿˽žŊ˗˾ŭ̇đĦđŭŭıŊħ̇Źő̇Źĭđ̇ĆŭıħĭŹ̇
ƕđŃŃőƓ̇ćőŃőžŭ̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇Ćıŭč˗˼ű̇îıč̇ƠŭűŹ̇îžŹĭőŭ̇=ŭ˖̇=îŊıđŃ̇qîŊđ̇
Ħŭőŉ̇Źĭđ̇wžűđžŉ̇őĦ̇xîŹžŭîŃ̇¿ćıđŊćđ̇îŹ̇qőžıűıîŊî̇¿ŹîŹđ̇ÌŊı˳
ƒđŭűıŹƕ̇îŊč̇ćőŃŃđîħžđű˖ 

ÌŊŃıŀđ̇ŉőűŹ̇ŊđƓ̇Ćıŭč̇űŪđćıđű̇čıűćőƒđŭđč̇ŭđćđŊŹŃƕ˗̇Ɠĭıćĭ̇
ŹƕŪıćîŃŃƕ̇čıĦĦđŭ̇őŊŃƕ̇űžĆŹŃƕ̇Ħŭőŉ̇Źĭđıŭ̇ćŃőűđűŹ̇ŭđŃîŹıƒđű˗̇Źĭđ̇
`ŊŹı̇ŹîŊîħđŭ̇ıű̇űő̇čıĦĦđŭđŊŹ̇ıŊ̇îŪŪđîŭîŊćđ̇îŊč̇ħđŊđŹıćű̇ŹĭîŹ̇
Źĭđ̇őŭŊıŹĭőŃőħıűŹű̇îŃűő̇čđűćŭıĆđč̇î̇ŊđƓ̇ħđŊžű̇ĽžűŹ̇Ħőŭ̇ıŹ˖ 

Ç˻ĭđ̇űŪđćıđű̇Ɠîű̇ƠŭűŹ̇ŊőŹđč̇Ħŭőŉ̇űőžŹĭđîűŹđŭŊ̇¸đŭž̇ıŊ̇
ʼʺʺʺ˗̇ĆžŹ̇ŃıŹŹŃđ̇őĦ̇ıŹű̇ŊîŹžŭîŃ̇ĭıűŹőŭƕ̇Ɠîű̇žŊćőƒđŭđč̇žŊŹıŃ̇Źĭđ̇
ʼʺʻʻ̇čıűćőƒđŭƕ̇őĦ̇î̇ĆŭđđčıŊħ̇ŪőŪžŃîŹıőŊ̇ıŊ̇čđćıčžőžű̇ĦőŭđűŹ̇
ıŊ̇îŊ̇ıŊŹđŭŉőŊŹîŊđ̇ƒîŃŃđƕ˗̇Źĭđ̇wîćĭîŭıîŪő̇ƒîŃŃđƕ˗̇ıŊ̇6őŃıƒıî˗˼̇
Źĭđƕ̇űîıč˖ 

Çĭđ̇űđîűőŊîŃıŹƕ̇őĦ̇Źĭıű̇ŊđƓ̇űŪđćıđű̇îŹ̇Źĭđ̇ĆŭđđčıŊħ̇űıŹđ̇ıŊ̇
6őŃıƒıî̇Ńđč̇Źĭđ̇Źđîŉ̇Źő̇ćőŊćŃžčđ̇ŹĭîŹ̇ıŹ̇ıű̇îŊ̇ıŊŹŭî-ŹŭőŪıćîŃ̇
ŉıħŭîŊŹ˗̇ŉđîŊıŊħ̇ıŹ̇ŉıħŭîŹđű̇Ħŭőŉ̇ĆđŹƓđđŊ̇ŪîŹćĭđű̇őĦ̇ĭîĆı˳
ŹîŹ̇ƓıŹĭőžŹ̇ŃđîƒıŊħ̇Źĭđ̇ŹŭőŪıćű˖ 

https://ebird.org/species/partan1
https://ebird.org/species/partan1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quechuan_languages
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Ç˻ĭıű̇ıű̇ŭîŭđ̇îŉőŊħ̇ŪîűűđŭıŊđű˗˼ű̇îıč̇ćő-îžŹĭőŭ̇=ŭ˖̇»ƕîŊ̇
ÇđŭŭıŃŃ˗̇î̇ŪőűŹčőćŹőŭîŃ̇ŭđűđîŭćĭđŭ̇ıŊ̇Źĭđ̇wőőŭđ̇qîĆőŭîŹőŭƕ̇őĦ̇
êőőŃőħƕ̇îŹ̇~ććıčđŊŹîŃ̇7őŃŃđħđ˖ 

Ç˻ĭđ̇`ŊŹı̇ŹîŊîħđŭ̇ıű̇ŹĭőžħĭŹ̇Źő̇Ćŭđđč̇ıŊ̇Źĭđ̇čđćıčžőžű̇ĦőŭđűŹ̇
îŹ̇Źĭđ̇6őŃıƒıîŊ̇űıŹđ̇űŹŭıćŹŃƕ̇čžŭıŊħ̇Źĭđ̇ŭîıŊƕ̇űđîűőŊ˗̇Ɠĭıćĭ̇
ŭžŊű̇Ħŭőŉ̇xőƒđŉĆđŭ̇Źő̇wîŭćĭ˗̇îŊč̇űŪđŊč̇Źĭđ̇čŭƕ̇űđîűőŊ̇
čıűŪđŭűđč̇îŃőŊħ̇Źĭđ̇ŃőƓđŭ̇űŃőŪđű̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ Ŋčđű̇îű̇Ħîŭ̇ƓđűŹ̇îű̇
wîŊž̇ıŊ̇¸đŭž˗̇Źĭđ̇őŭıħıŊîŃ̇űıŹđ̇őĦ̇čıűćőƒđŭƕ˗̇őććžŪƕıŊħ̇Ćîŉ˳
Ćőő-čőŉıŊîŹđč̇ĭîĆıŹîŹű˖ ˼

wîŃđ̇`ŊŹı̇ŹîŊîħđŭű̇îŭđ̇ćîŊîŭƕ-ƕđŃŃőƓ̇Ćıŭčű̇ƓıŹĭ̇î̇ćőŊŹŭîűŹıŊħ̇
ĆŃîćŀ̇űŹŭıŪđ̇őŊ̇Źĭđıŭ̇ĭđîčű˖̇Çĭđƕ̇îŃűő̇ĭîƒđ̇űîŃŉőŊ-ŪıŊŀ̇ĆıŃŃű̇
îŊč̇î̇Ćžűĭƕ̇ćŭđűŹ˖ 

UđŉîŃđű̇îŭđ̇ŪŭıŉîŭıŃƕ̇ƕđŃŃőƓ̇ƓıŹĭ̇ĆŭıħĭŹ̇őŭîŊħđ̇őŭ̇ŪıŊŀ̇őŊ̇
Źĭđıŭ̇ĆıŃŃű̇ĆžŹ̇Ńîćŀ̇Źĭđ̇ĆŃîćŀ̇đƕđĆŭőƓ̇îŊč̇Źĭđ̇ćŭđűŹ˖ 

Ç˻ĭîŹ̇Źĭıű̇žŊıŬžđ˗̇ĆŭıħĭŹ̇ƕđŃŃőƓ̇Ćıŭč̇ćőžŃč̇ĭîƒđ̇ħőŊđ̇žŊŊő˳
Źıćđč̇Ćƕ̇őŭŊıŹĭőŃőħıűŹű̇žŊŹıŃ̇ŭđćđŊŹŃƕ̇îŹŹđűŹű̇Źő̇Źĭđ̇ŭđŉőŹđ˳
Ŋđűű̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇îŭđîű̇Ɠĭđŭđ̇ıŹ̇Ńıƒđű̇îŊč̇Źő̇Źĭđ̇ıŉŪőŭŹîŊćđ̇őĦ̇
ćőŊŹıŊžđč̇ĆıőŃőħıćîŃ̇űžŭƒđƕű̇őĦĦ-Źĭđ-ħŭıč̇ıŊ̇¿őžŹĭ̇ ŉđŭıćî˗˼̇
Źĭđ̇ŭđűđîŭćĭđŭű̇ćőŊćŃžčđč˖ 

Çĭđ̇čıűćőƒđŭƕ̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇`ŊŹı̇ÇîŊîħđŭ̇ıű̇ŭđŪőŭŹđč̇ıŊ̇î̇ŪîŪđŭ̇ŪžĆ˳
Ńıűĭđč̇̇ıŊ̇Źĭđ̇ĽőžŭŊîŃ̇~ŭŊıŹĭőŃőħƕˏ 

Image credit: Louisiana State University / Lane et al 
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Lineolated Parakeets 
Darren Sefton 

 
This March saw the 40th anniversary of me starting to keep birds. I 

got a pair of Normal Grey Zebra Finches for my Birthday and 

things lead onto more and more birdsðeventually I built an aviary 

in my parents garden and I was hooked ! 

 

This got me thinking about my time with birds and how they have 

enhanced my life. Firstly, and most importantly, I met my wife Sue 

whilst on a Burnley Cage Bird Society trip to Walsrode Birdpark in 

Germany.  

 

Iôve had a great deal of pleasure from keeping, observing and 

breeding birds, although it is probably more accurate to say that 

birds have bred whilst in my care DESPITE me rather than because 

of me! Many species have bred in our aviaries, but not as many as I 

would have liked and this is probably my biggest regret. 

 

Another regret was not acquiring a Lineolated Parakeet at Stafford 

Sales Day a few years ago. I had kept the ñnormalò green Lineolat-

eds for many years, but this was a completely different bird. It was 

described as a double-factor Cobalt-Purple and was to me the most 

amazing colour variant bird Iôve ever seen. The normal is a hand-

some, sleek bird with a bright green body covered in black spots 

and stripes, whereas the green was replaced with a rich light purple. 

 

I knew that it was bird I could look after, I had the aviary space and 

the appropriate food needed for it was already part of my daily rou-

tine, but I still chose not to buy it. Iôve always seen wild-type col-

ouration as preferable to any of the colour variants bred, so this 

could have been a deciding factor ï as could the price! 

 



Foreign Birdsðthe magazine of the Foreign Bird LeagueðSpring  2022 

WWW.FOREIGNBIRDLEAGUE.COM                                                   12 

 
Although this picture downloaded from the internet gives an idea of 

the colouration of the Cobalt, Iôm pretty sure that the bird I saw had a 

much deeper colour to it ï maybe this is where the ñdouble-facterò 

came into play? 

 

However, despite this regret I still believe that the Lineolated is an 

ideal bird for UK birdkeepers, both beginners and the more advanced. 

They are smartly dressed, have a quiet voice, donôt need huge aviaries 

and with a little protection are hardy even up here in the North. 

 

The Lineolated Parakeet (Bolbyrynchus lineola), sometimes called the 

Barred Parakeet or simply ñLinnieò, is native to highland forests of 

South and Central America, the Lineolated parakeet gets its name 

from the black and dark green stripes on its green plumage. It was first 

bred in the UK in 1953 by A.A. Prestwich, the first FBL member 

breeding them in 1954 (Mrs. D.K. Draper). I cannot find any record of 

Mrs Draper writing up her breeding experiences, but Ron Oxley wrote 

about their breeding in the 1975 Summer edition of Foreign Birds. The 

Lineolated is in the same family as the Sierra Parakeet, a species Iôve 

kept before and bred successfully. 
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The Lineolated parakeet is about 6.5 inches (16 cm) long and weighs 

from 1.5 to 1.8 oz (42 to 52 grams). Ie not too dissimilar to a ñchunky 

Budgieò. Their normal plumage is olive green with stripes, darker 

green on the tail, and blue under the wings. Lineolated parakeets have 

pink legs, cream/grey coloured beaks, and dark brown eyes. Males of 

the species are very similar in appearance to females, though they may 

have darker stripes and a òbolderò head. In the photo above I would 

suggest that the far right bird is a male and the one next to it a female. 

Juveniles are less prominently striped than adult birds. 

 

In the wild, lineolated parakeets live in groups of six to 30 birds, 

though flocks may be as large as 150 birds. Birds lay four or five eggs 

at a time, and they hatch within three weeks. Chicks leave the nest 

about five weeks later. The lifespan of a Lineolated parakeet is about 

ten to 15 years. 

 

They are an ideal species for the garden aviary, as they certainly will 

not upset any neighbours with their calls, Iôve heard them described as 

the ñSouth American Budgie, but with the volume turned downò and 

this just about says it all. There are even records of pet Lineolateds 

repeating a few words. 
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I fed mine on a standard Parakeet mix, a millet mix specifically for 

Budgies, a wide range of fruit and veg as they come into season, but 

the rest of the time this is mainly apple, grape and carrot. This fruit 

was cut up into small chunks to allow them to pick it up and eat it 

from the foot. Unlike many other parrotlike birds they ate the flesh of 

the grapes and discarded the skins. When breeding I also supplied a 

proprietary eggfood sprinkled over the fruit.  

 

Access to bathing water is essential for them to stay in good condition 

and seem to relish it. In rainy weather they would hang on the wire in 

such a way as to get quite soaked. 

 

The flight was 2metres long and 60cm wide and 1.8 metres tall. The 

perches were a mix of natural branches and dowelling. The natural 

branches always being the favourite. The roof was covered with plastic 

sheeting, which was also used on the sides during winter. The wire 

was 16 gauge 1ò x İò (although 19 gauge wire is sufficient to hold 

Lineolated in, I wanted that extra security of keeping other wildlife etc 

out.) The nest box I used was about 8ò square and about 10ò deep and 

I used wood shavings as the substrate. Although they do not have a 

particularly strong bite, and do not cause any damage to the aviary, 

they did chew down the shavings and make it a little finer. 

 

Lineolated do tend to climb and walk more than fly, so the concrete 

floor of the flight did keep their nails trimmed, but this would need to 

be watched in case they did grow long. When they do fly, it can be 

quite fast, so a long flight might actually mean that they could get up 

speed and hit it quite hard. However, the thicker wire I use makes it 

more visible. 

 

As well as the Cobalt variant previously written about, there are many 

other colours available. These include a powder blue, a lutino, a dark 

olive. Iôm quite sure that this range will continue to expand, so if col-

our variants are your thing, then Lineolateds would be right up your 

street.  
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Lowering the pH of the Drinking Water 
for Finches 

Kristen Reeves ï courtesy of NFSS 
 

Just about the only advice given to new birdkeepers 
regarding water is that birds should have a plentiful, 
clean source of water in the cage or aviary and that 
you should keep show birds from bathing before 
judging. Some experienced exhibitors will even take 
a bottle of their local water to shows if travelling far 
from home. There is nothing wrong with either of 
these statements, but there must be more to it than 
that. 

 
Why would you want to lower the pH? 
 
Many pathogens thrive under high pH conditions. Yeast, pro-
tozoa, and some bacterial issues may occur when heat or 
humidity is high or the immune system is suppressed 
(recently moved birds, during breeding season, during the 
molt, any stressful situation, etc.). Lowering the pH of the 
drinking water inhibits the ability of these pathogens to gain 
traction and affect your flock. 
 
After years of research, I have discovered the best pH level 
to maintain healthy gut flora in Gouldians and other small 
finches is about 5.3-5.5. 
 
When attempting to lower the pH of your water - whether it be 
to avoid yeast in a chick's crop, or to "sweeten the gut" and 
tighten droppings, you first want to TEST your water to see 
what the pH level currently is. I use aquarium test strips to do 
that here, though the aquarium department of your local pet 
store may have some better options, such as digital readout 
testers. The normal pH of your water will also depend on your 
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water source and may vary greatly if you have a well.  

Aquarium test strips as shown above can be easily sourced 
from the internet at a surprising cheap price and come with a 
colour chart to indicate the pH 
 
My local tap water ranges from 7.0-7.2. At that level I need to 
add the following to lower the pH to 5.5: 
Å 1/4 tsp MegaMix (MM) per quart of water - OR 
Å 1/4 tsp of Citric Acid crystals (CA) per quart of water ï OR 
Å 1/4 tsp Unpasteurized Apple Cider Vinegar (ACV) per quart of 
water 
(it MUST be unpasteurized to be effective) - OR 
¶ 1/4 tsp KD Cleanser per quart of water 
¶  
Once you test your water, you'll then add the appropriate 
amount of one of the above mentioned reducers to lower the 
pH. 
 
When I test, I measure 2 cups of water and add 1/8th tsp of the 
lowering agent at a time, mix well, then RE-TEST to see how 
much the pH has changed. I continue adding by 1/8th tsp until I 
get pH the level I desire. I RECORD the amount I had to use for 
future reference. I typically test my water quarterly to be sure 
nothing has changed and I donôt need to increase or decrease 
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the amount of reducer I use. 
 
The biggest issue is making sure there isn't so much that it to-
tally changes the taste of the water. If you've had to add too 
much, the birds may not drink it - which would defeat the pur-
pose. Watch for ñsquinty eyesò. If you see the birds looking 
squinty, they arenôt drinking enough and you need to re-
evaluate the amount of pH reducer youôve used in their drinking 
water. Dehydration can quickly lead to death, especially in hot 
and/or humid climates. 
 
I do NOT use CA, KD, ACV or MM every day of the week. I re-
ally only use it when I see a problem. I want my birds to become 
accustomed to regular, untreated water. I want them to be able 
to go to a buyer without having been "babied". They should be 
able to combat issues WITHOUT the use of a pH lowering 
agent, and should only need it on rare occasions. When I see 
an issue, I use one of these reducers 
as my first line of defence. Genetics, nutrition, overall health, 
stress level, and environment will all play a part in whether you 
see a need to lower the pH of your  birdôs drinking water, and 
how often. 
 
I watch the droppings - when they become wetter than normal, I 
add the reducer. I also run environment swabs and faecal 
smears weekly to determine if pathogens are present, but I un-
derstand that this will be beyond many hobby keepers. 
 
You MUST know what normal droppings look like for YOUR 
species. Many times, dropping consistency will depend on what 
you are feeding them. If you are feeding fresh greens, chitted or 
sprouted seed, or wet soft food, their droppings will be wetter by 
default. If they are on a plain seed diet with nothing more than 
water supplements and grit, their droppings will be well-formed, 
relatively tight and dry. 
 
Birds who do not have a wet diet may have a small wet ring of 
urine around their droppings which is perfectly normal. If they 
are receiving supplements in their water, their urine and/or the 
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urates may be slightly tinted yellow from the supplements. 
 
If you keep softbills, their droppings will be wetter by default, 
so knowing whatôs normal will be imperative to your husbandry 
regime. 
 

Average Water Intake for Healthy  
Captive Birds 

 
Over the last 10-17 years (depending on length of time any 
particular species was kept), Iôve tracked everything from seed 
hulls to water intake and have referenced the water intake for 
normal, healthy birds and multiple species. Average tempera-
ture in my bird room ranges from 65-72 degrees during the 
spring, summer & fall months, 48-68 during the winter. Humidi-
ty is always a bit on the high side right around 50- 55%, but 
often much higher because my bird room is located in the 
basement. I will occasionally run a dehumidifier when the hu-
midity is higher than 55%, but not often. I prefer to allow the 
birds to acclimate to their environment and build up immunities 
to issues that would be present during high humidity time. 
These totals are taken only from my own aviary and may be 
very different in other aviaries. 
 
In my aviary, every species drinks a different amount of water. 
I track it daily and keep detailed for each cage. Birds in flights 
tend to drink less - no matter the species or mix of species ï 
while pairs tend to drink more with or without chicks. Odd ob-
servation, yes, but a flock mentality does strange things to 
their eating & drinking habits! 
 
Averages for species we currently keep or have kept are 
as follows: 
Å Gouldian - İ oz per bird per day 
Å Society (Bengalese) - İoz per bird per day 
Å Chestnut Breasted Mannikin - İ oz to Ĳ oz per bird per day 
Å Star Finch - Ĳ to 1 oz per bird per day 
Å Zebra Finch ï Ĳ to 1 oz per bird per day 
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Å Cherry Finch - İ oz per bird per day 
Å Shafttail (Longtailed Grassfinch) Finch - ı to İ oz per bird per 
day 
Å Parson Finch - Ĳ to 1 oz per bird per day 
Å Masked Grassfinch ï ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Blue Capped Cordon Bleu - ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Red Cheeked Cordon Bleu - ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å African Silverbill - ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Indian Silverbill ï İ to Ĳ oz per bird per day 
Å Owl Finch (Bicheno) - ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Lavender Waxbill ï ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Redbilled Fire Finch (Senegal) ï ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Gold Breasted Waxbill ï 1/8 to ı oz per bird per day 
Å Orange Cheeked Waxbill ï ı oz per bird per day 
Å Black & White Manikins ï ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Bronze Winged Manikins ï ı oz per bird per day 
Å Blue Faced Parrot Finch ï 1 to 2 oz per bird per day (they sof-
ten their food with the water and also try to bathe in the drink-
ers, so this could be less drinking and more mess making, 
thereôs no way to truly measure) 
 
Å Red Throated Parrot Finch ï Ĳ to 1 oz per bird per day 
Å Quail Finch ï ı oz per bird per day 
Å Cutthroat ï ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Spice Finch ï ı oz per bird per day 
Å Green Singers ï İ to 1oz per bird per day 
Å Grey Singers ï ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Cuban Melodious - İ to 1 oz per bird per day 
Å Weaver (Red Bishop) - İ to 1 oz per bird per day 
Å Strawberry - ı to İ oz per bird per day 
Å Crimson Pileated Finch ï ı to İ oz per bird per day. This 
small amount is mostly due to the wet foods they receive daily. 
Å Budgerigar ï varies greatly from İ to 4 oz per bird per day ï 
mostly due to bathing in the water receptacle 
Å African Grey ï approximately 6 oz per day 
Å Orange Cheeked Conure ï approximately 4 oz per day 
Å Rosa Bourke ï 2 oz per bird per day 
Å Scarlet Breasted Grasskeet ï İ to 1 oz per bird per day 
Å Canaries ï İ oz per bird per day. Fairly consistent regardless 
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of species (Weôve kept Glosters, American Singers, Fife and 
Rollers) 
 
Taking into consideration that a medication or supplement may 
taste or smell bad, these amounts may vary greatly depending 
on what is added to the drinking water. Gouldians here, for ex-
ample, will totally refuse to drink for up to 48 hours if they don't 
like the taste or smell. By then they are wobbly and looking de-
hydrated and squinty-eyed and will finally give in and drink, but 
in very small amounts averaging less than 1/4 oz. I have seen 
similar behaviour in all of the species I've kept over the years, 
but to a lesser extent than with the Goulds. 
 
These totals also change dramatically depending on the foods 
offered. Salt content and wet foods affect intake ï changes in 
diet will also affect consumption, usually seeing it rise as much 
as 5x the norm until theyôve acclimated to the new diet, so obvi-
ously these totals may be very different from one aviary to the 
next. Overall health of the flock also plays a large role in con-
sumption. In my experience ill birds, or those with mild issues, 
tend to drink more than those with strong immune systems 
and no outward signs of illness. And, of course, heat and hu-
midity play a large role as well. A hot and humid aviary may see 
far larger consumption, while a drier, cooler aviary may see 
slightly lower consumption. 
 
An important aspect of tracking water intake is observing wheth-
er a bird has received enough of a medication to actually stop 
an issue. In the past it has been a problem here and what 
prompted me to begin tracking intake. Unless I closely monitor 
their intake, I may not know for sure they are getting enough. 
When I do not monitor the water intake, my only other recourse 
is to check droppings and run crop washes (depending on the 
issue) to ensure treatment has worked. I perform follow-ups at 3 
days, 7 days and 10 days following treatment, and monitor wa-
ter intake the entire time. But all water is tracked daily, regard-
less of health in the flock. 
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Breeding Brown-Breasted Barbets 
Steve Peacock 

 
Sunday 4th October: on a trip to the Stafford show ground I hadn't 
thought about buying any birds in particular, I was just looking for 
rings and food etcetera. We had gone around the various show halls 
and were just about to leave when we bumped into an old friend with 
some young Brown Breasted Barbets for sale.  The Brown Breasted 
Barbet (Lybius melanopterus) is a bird in the Lybiidae family.  
 
Found in Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Somalia and Tanzania, it is a 
large and unusually coloured barbet, with a predominantly red head, a 
broad brown band across the underbody, a black back, and a white 
belly and rump patch. It is a beautiful looking bird.  

 
Illustration left is the Brown-
breasted Barbet painted in 1860 by 
Paul Oudart. 
 
 
This pair for sale looked gorgeous 
and so I was tempted but not really 
in the market for any birds. I did 
not have enough money either; òé
go on, you know you want themò 
was a response from my mate ñé
oh, I will lend you some cashò , so 
after much deliberation I bought 
them.  Now I need to do some re-
search, but first had to buy some 
carrying cages.  On arriving home, 
the pair were put into quarantine 
with lighting left on inside my 
workshop overnight. The birds 
were isolated for three weeks and 

were getting on well in a large double breeder; luckily I put some 
small soft logs in for the birds and they made short work of those.  
 
The birds were fed on my own recipe soft foods. I make up two types; 
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one normal universal with additives including apple cheese carrot and 
grated dog food; and the other is a mixture of egg food, couscous dry 
and then in season fruits and added to the mix daily and fed in separate 
dishes mixing up the soft feeds and chopping fruit etc I find very satis-
fying and enjoyable with the current collection it takes approximately 
1.5 hours per day to mix up their soft foods then there is feeding and 
washing up of the dishes; luckily I have all the amenities to hand in 
my own small kitchen: fridge freezer; sink and hot and cold water, 
separate to the house so it doesn't antagonise my wife! 

 
The barbets were released 
into a 3mx 2.4m fully 
planted Avery, which was 
90% covered. Planting in-
cluded clump forming 
bamboo which was quite 
mature and bushy, berberis 
thunbergii with its small 
orange berries and dark red 
fruit. This flight was in the 
middle of a 20m run of 
flights, a dry stream and 

associated rocks, gravel and grass is formed a there running into the 
aviaries, with sand covered areas in the common parts as well in the 
parts open to 
the weather. 
Several 
small nest 
boxes and 
angled nest 
logs were 
already in 
situ. A lot of 
searching 
was carried 
out to find 
tall logs suit-
able for the 
birds, but to 
no avail, so I 
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tried to make one out of several smaller ones stacked together. This 
didn't look that good. Time had run out and the birds were in on the 
Saturday 2nd of April.  
 
Generally, I like to release birds on the weekend when I am available 
to check on their well being. An added bonus is that I have set up a 
hard wired  camera system of flight and nest box cameras which relay 
real time video back to a DVR recorder and monitor in my workshop. 
Good in one respect but very time consuming when you need to be 
doing other jobs! The nest logs were set on a 45 degree angle and ap-
proximately 300 millimetres in diameter set high up under some over-
hanging shrubbery.  
 
On checking the camera these logs were checked out but not used. the 
birds roosted in a 200 by 200 by 300 high nest box with rotten woods 
chunks and wood chips in the bottom. All this was ejected and the 
birds would roost together. Interestingly I tried to record the aspect of 
the nest box entrance hole, this was facing east. There were others 
with different aspects that they did not use. Nest boxes facing east 
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have early morning sun but can also be open to hostile east winds, let 
the birds decide their preference. Although the birds were using the 
box at night and in the day no the was no sign of nesting behaviour 
witnessed. Birds probably too young as yet. However I was experi-
encing a lot of trouble with cats and particularly a fox was running 
up and down on top of the run of flights, this caused mayhem and on 
Wednesday the 4th of May I found the female Brown Breasted Bar-
bet dead and also a grey sided thrush in the adjoining aviary had 
died. I assumed this to be night fright, but was really rather sad, and 
perplexed as to how to resolve the situation, plus two single birds in 
two separate flights, not a good start to the season, as we so often say 
ñ there's always next year ñ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And 

so it was in midwinter before I found a replacement female: a 2016  
Brown Breasted Barbet bred by a good friend in Wiltshire. On ac-


