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| O1 ANRPdzy R b20iSa 2y
(Chenonetta jubata)
By Graeme Hyde

Other Names
Maned Duck, Maned Goose, Australian Wood Duck.

Introduction

Al though the dAwaterf owl famil yo i
ed throughout the world the Australian continent is, according to the
widely respected ornithologist/researcher/author, the late H J Frith,

Afithe poorest of all/l in respect |[to

his comprehensive work, Waterfow! in Australia (1982), Harry Frith

wr ot e: AThere are 148 species in th

are native to Australia é This | may

where the Handbook of North American Birds lists 64 species. Even

Great Britain has 47 species, i hcl L
The Early Days

Of all the prominent and widely experienced ornithologists living
in England in the 19" century the name John Gould was probably the
best known. When he and his wife Elizabeth visited Australia for 19
months from 1838 to 1840 to study and illustrate birds John Gould
spent considerable time in the field. His massive seven volume folio
work, The Birds of Australia (published 1840-1848), was the result of
the enormous project he undertook of studying, describing and or-
gani sing t he il lTustration of Alust
named, avifauna.

In 1865, almost twenty years later, he published his Handbook to
the Birds of Australlaas a fdresume of the enti
especially suited fAfor t h e Haedbgokl o r e
when discussing the wood duck hle w
days of the colony of New South Wales, it was very common on the
rivers near Sydney, particularly on the Hawkesbury; at the present
time it is sometimes seen there, and is still numerous on the Hunter
and other rivers towards the inter
very pleasing appearance while flying up and down the brooks in
flocks of from six to thirty in number, and is equally interesting when
perched in small companies on the branches of fallen trees which
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have found a resting-place in the beds of the rivers and water -holes,
or when sitting on the topmost branches of the high gum -trees in the
mi dst of the woods. o

In his definitive book, Nests and Eggs of Australian Birds pub-
l i shed in 1900, Archibald Campb
commonly called the Wood, is one of the most beautifully marked of
its tribe. It is a tolerably tame and well -known species, being found
throughout Australia. e | suppo
unlike most other ducks, it frequently perches upon trees. Its note is
remarkable, being loud and trumpet-like, uttered while mandibles are
wi dely extended. 0

First Overseas Breeding
The first officially recorded overseas breeding of the Wood Duck oc-
curred at London Zoo in 1910.

Description

ADULT The sexes are similar but the head of the female is lighter
brown than the male and the face has two white bands separated a
dark band through the eye. As noted by Queensland enthusiastic wa-
terfowl breeder, veterinarian Dr Danny Brown, in his informative

book, A Guide to Pheasants & Waterfow/ i Adul t s i n b
age are readily sexed by obvio
48cm; weight: 660 -980gm. It is a beautifully marked bird despite its

sombre colours.

JUVENILE Immature birds of both sexes resemble the female but are
lighter in colour.

Distribution, Movement and Nesting
DI STRI BUTI ON Frith observed tha
anywhere on the continent and has been recorded in some of the
most arid areas, living on a tank or spring. Because of its habitat re-
guirements it is most numerous in the better -watered parts of the
inland and on the tablelands of the south-east to as far north as Too-
woomba in Queensland, in south-east South Australia, and in West-
ern Victoria, particularly in areas devoted to mixed grazing and farm-
ing. é0 It also occurs in Tasma
Forty-three years ago, Serventy and Whittell noted that, in West-
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ern Australia, as a visitor to the southern parts of the state the wood
duck had increased in recent yeprs
seen in the city parks and visit even the far south coast, as at Norna-
l up. o

MOVEMENT According to Frith: AThe \
habits and more sedentary than many ducks. After breeding it gath-

ers into flocks, which may number up to 2000 birds but more com-

monly are less than 100, and each flock locates itself on a camp. The
campsites are traditional and in most years flocks of wood ducks lo-
cate themselves there. The site may be almost anything i a ground
tank, irrigation canal, river bank, or a bare piece of ground on the

edge of a billabong. o

NESTING They nest in tree hollows and the eggs, which are laid on
the bare wood, are eventually covered with down. Incubation is 28

days.

Habitat

It frequents grasslands, pastures, open woodlands, farm dams,
lakes, wetlands, flooded pastures, coastal inlets, bays, sewage ponds,
crops, rice fields and town parklands. As a grazing bird it is often
found in its preferred habitat of lightly timbered country near water.
They graze green herbage and this includes a range of plants includ-
ing grasses and legumes as well as insects. Their grazing habit, in-
cluding the consumption of rice in rice irrigation areas - as well as
other crops, can be a cause of concern to many farmers. An example
of this fAnuisance aspecto is whlen
Wal es they dinvaded the infant Mu r
destroyed the first crop of pea$ an

Call

The call has been var-pitchedsrhew andlp s cr
| ow cl ucko, ftd wtn ga mdch dmau ranwfnu | mel wo
Aviculture

Although Australian waterfowl are an interesting and diverse
group of birds but are not widely kept by Australian birdkeepers. The
aforementioned book, A Guide to Pheasants & Waterfow/ provides
the essential information for housing, feeding, managing and breed-

WWW. FOREI GNBI RDLEAGUE. COM 8
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ing this species based on the a
other useful book on the aviculture of waterfowl is the American pub-
lication Waterfowl: Care, Breeding and Conservation by Simon
Tarsnane, published by Hancock House, (USA & Canada).

In its native country the wood duck is considered to be an attrac-
tive, inexpensive and interesting avicultural species which is relatively
simple to keep and breed. As a
bers the Avicul tural Society of
recommends $A40 a pair for this species on member to member ba-
sis.

Personal Experiences in the Wild

Observing the wood duck in the wild has been, and continues to
be, one of my most enjoyable birdwatching experiences. | have ob-
served it in the wild, and at close quarters, in two well -known but
quite different tourism areas in the state of Victoria:
' swimming in and flying above the Murray River in the Sunraysia
District near the city of Mildura the far northwest
on the grassy foreshore adjacent to the launching ramp of Mallacoota
inlet near the Croajingolong National Park in the far southeast of the
state
On another occasion while holid
wonderful sightings of large flocks of wood ducks as they perched on
tree branches overhanging the river as we travelled slowly past by on
a paddle steamer. Later, on the same day, as we pichicked on a
bank of the Murray River, we enjoyed watching them as they swam
around in the river.

Personal Experiences Nearer Home

Two weeks before your editor Darren accepted my offer of an ar-
ticle with an Australian flavour for Foreign Birds, | sighted a small
flock flying across Lake Colac a weltknown tourist attraction in the
city where we live. Then, a week later a pair flew across one of our
busiest main streets as | was driving home.

Perhaps, the most amazing occurrence was when a pair flew into
our backyard, landing on a large two-metre high tree stump that was
in the centre of the lawn area, and then, after giving our property the
Afonceer 06 they flew away.
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Summary

Despite is sombre coloration it is an ideal avicultural species as it
is mainly a grazing bird. In addition, the wood duck is one of several
interesting native Australian waterfowl! that offer great birdwatching
experiences and, at the same time, enable bird observers expand
their knowledge of birds that are unique to the Australian continent.
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Photo of an adult male Australign W
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and seldom found near the town
dwel l ing species. Normally segen
water but gets all Its liquid fr
Cinnamon, Wi ld Figs , Guava, FIl a
of the rubber tree. lts feet | dif
toes point forward and two bhpack"
Fortunately it I's fairly wel d
white eggs form the clutch and t
riodSeVYhbbael |l esi sWhaxter eEyecl v r ar e.
grey bird with the white <con[spi
eyes.

The underparts of the body ar e
perparts. It frequents well wood
the breeding season, nest, c|l ut
consists of tifAnei Caeditsalandr|nMda
was introduced to Mahétemnbwayds
adapted itself well and is floun
wooded ar elseedihreg nminumage of b «
col our. The Madagasca®eVFoldgo diyss
known |l ocally as the Toq Togq P
are holding their own is due| to

- *g'f <
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Fody is more of an insect eal er
gascan Fody is the reverse. The
of the body @rdehl wpahetbéiyepe
dar ker . Feathers in the back |anc
I swhhi t e. However when the malile i
very striking bird.

Primarily rich red in colour [exc
and tail which are al most ent|ire
and | noticed several mal es i|n v
a hole in the side and the hen (
|l ays a clutch of bet welerr otnweo |naany
see Glse-Behceked'his genus is widesnp
an Ocean -bpecitdre isstbuni que to th
streaky bird to be seen on the
motionless on coconut pal ms. [The
l uck driving along one of the r
bank. Momentarily it was mot|i on
reached a vantage point to fi|ll m
bird Sesycthted | es IMooirshewel | di $tri
i sl ands Anot her Batmed u@reodu Asfpaehce
fromthelndian Mynah it is t|he
Of adoayan origin it could have
where it also occurs. 't is four
|l ong tailed species. The genlera
from pale sl ate grey to dark |soc
Doves are generally of the pale
they are darker. Two eggs areg | a
birds appear to feed entirkbyeon
bitd be found Gme yWahheealdte dsi st gd k
si ze. The male has the head neck
grass green with yellowish pale
same as the mal e. Head neck pand
the same as adul t s. 't i s on|ly
the foresntust agmrd vescovhere the| col
ed and peaceful. The clutch on :
| asts eighteen days and chicks |
hatching. Food consists entir|ely
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One bird in particular | w8abdyl
Ternlt i's by far t he most C O mmo
l sl and. During the breeding 9deas
Atl antic it is found on the [JTor:
cension |Island and some of the
Il ndi an ocean not only does i { b
|l sl and, African Banks and Des|noe
or do they in fact traverse |fro
know where this vast popul ati on
come to |l and to breed and thln
and sl eeps on the wing for sjpme
cannot swim on the cal mest olc e a
height, set the wings and glli de
shrimps and small sqguid on the v
ently has no enemies is knowp a
breeds at di fferent ti mes aclcor
there is always one col ony somew
On Christmas |Island the Soot) b
by different populations? 1 n |the
the -east hmonsoon. There is @a g
monsoon brings the food they]| an:i
al so affects the oceans nutrfi en
which in turn provide sustenance
squi d Within hours the Sootly 1
countless numbers and | ay their
garious, safety in numbers hals s
to stop when the monsoon subjlsid
their parents do not arrive n
chain coll apses.
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Birdlife of Sevyvchelles
Adri an Skerrett

John Mollindinia visited Seychell es
of this isl|l Madchat QaeenOR&RIlI RQabeth I
of ficially open the international 3
at the wonder of the sight of the f
haps they realised even then, nopt hi
again An -oicsemlna taer & hmipdke | ago accelssi
and arduous sea voyage was now Q@acce
hours. Since 1972, the populati ¢n &
almost 100, 000 Tourism has brotght
increased by a factor of fifty {ron
today. In 2020, Seychellois enjoy t
in the African region. l nevitably,
hugely i mpacted by these changes
Contrary to what might have been ex
bird species have improved i mmenpnsel
| ocal and international conservatio
a recognition of the value of the e
the populations of most of the {wel
i sland group have increased or ht |
prospects have generally improved.
el even of theseSeyndrearilcéss r(&dil & telxecteen
phnus
Uni que to the Pr aSselyicnheGrloduspr,d/aSedpyheanl e
sechellehsrsed to as Seychell es| Br
was Critically Endangered in 1972.
with about 30 birds confined to| Cou
tion and trans-foeatiehantde bhbheg as
one hdmdrded ncrease! Apart from [Cou:
Denis I sland and Aride (which has t
29 transferred from Cousin in 1988)
threatened, and is currently cl assi
tion success story.
Ot her succesSeydhel lese bGvapdguidedh us| s e (
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rumneychel FesdiFadyeyclhoehlnl aMounh i fdi n
popul ati oonobfnMagpsejust 30 at 1 he
single home, Fr®gate |Island. Today,
Ari de, Cousin and Cousine aroung 265
threat status has been downgraded f
gered. Seychelles Fody (referred to
Mol Il indinia) was restricted to Cous
survives on all three islands, D U t
cessfully translocated to Denis|l sl
|l onger globally threatened, but |ren
classified as Near Threatened

Seychel | efsl ycaaTtaalhpesré p h o(nree fceorrrvd ch pt o
Mol Il i ndinia as Veuve or Black Par adc
tunes in the face of the twin press
which have greatly reduced the area
this was the only island with af|res
have since been transferred to Deni

tot al popul ation was

t hought he n o
20®00 bi ds, numbers increasingj|on
| oss The i mprovement i s probably o
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of nests and ki

l'ling of birds f
protection. Neverthe

| es s, t he s

As John Mol Segdhel keeyeoVbet ® p vam
extremely rare in 1972, thought
di scovery of an unknown popul at
tion to North Island, Fr®gate a
from Critically Endangered to V

Th&eychelpiegd®Bk aer oenas( aphud weh)e rwial
common in 1972, but neverthel ess

| onger takermSeax hael fl €sd Biytnd imrwihiss

then and remains today the most
granitic island. I f anything, i
l owing introduction to Bird I sl
by natural means. |Its success i
chelles endemic bird to have ac
feeding on the nectar of introd
hotel grounds etc Al so, it is
nest site is wusually inaccesSxiyb
chell edHdyPulilpelt es crassinumbteriss a
stable since 1972. Endemic to S
Digue and Sil houette Neverthel

means iits future is |inked to t

ol
beci
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— Q0 O t+tQA
=] 5 O
M
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t hreatened

being fairly common

Seychel |l Eal Kesiasr appruessent in reas
and houette as it was 1in

Pr and some of the smal

y e has col onised La Di

as bl e, previously consi

co
co
Mo

mewhat

nt raeyceldel loavdt Ssopesutansisder e
to the mountains of
Seychell ois National Par k

an endemic bird no

I@:osr Pacgpoftdebar kbgd as
ive name) . As in 1972,
have increased foll owi

DNA has shown it to
species in Comoros and
rds of Seychelle
hi gher due to
species have recoloni
uccessful eradication of
i that popul ations
mat eff chhhngg. or over
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The -Padbf i c plyduubaotnidoesn Bdfefair wa s e
has since 1972 been split from
the name Audubonds ShearTweatperc ad
watR.r baArlildbenil.sl and i n Seychell
tion of this species as well as
Mol | i heéissiea ANotdadiyui Cosmmaom sNoddy o
ankKai r yGylgir sr earhabian r easonably co
number to 1972.

John Mol lindinia describesSont s
Onychopri éshbwecabosgse) noting i
seas. In the western Indian Oce
asks fAiDo these populations inte
to ocean?0 No doubt he would ha
birds ringed in Seychelles have
Lanka, India and Australia. One
Kermadecs, southwest Pacific Oc
chelles 34 years | ater.
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Not everything is rosy in the Gpar de
numbers of waders to the east cpast
claimed and built wupon Many of | t he
problems in Seychelles too, inc|udi
increased number of people at bpact
wetl ands due to the high value pf f
ble |l oss of a simple way of | ifp wt
er, the tide of progress has unpgout
cluding increased |ife expectanty,
ern conveniences. In 1972, therp we
Mah®. Today, Seychellois enjoy R st
i ncome country. Yet the enviropmer
progress. John Mol lindinia was pwart
on the threshold of change. He Wwoul
that his i mpassioned plea, LET NS |
COMMON SENSE PREVAIL, has for the

Seychel |l-BebMagpi e
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