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Editorôs Page 
Darren Sefton 

 
This edition contains the submission form for birds bred during the 
2024 season. Please take the time to submit your resultsðeven if you 
were unsuccessful and didnôt actually breed any birds last year, or 
wish to remain anonymous and submit without your name and ad-
dress. 
 
You will see that Council have tried to catch up on results that have 
been delayed due to the League currently being without a Breeding 
Records Officer (BRO). Should you wish to volunteer as BRO then 
please do not hesitate to contact Bryan Reed (FBL.Honsec@gmail.com) 
 
Lars Lepperhoff has written about some outstanding aviaries owned 
and imagined by Thomas Wallimann of Bern in Switzerland. This arti-
cle was originally written in German and I have tried to translate it as 
best as I could using my own basic knowledge and an online transla-
tion service. This service struggled with species names, often giving 
several different translations of the same name. As a consequence if 
there are any mistakes or strange phrases then these are my responsi-
bility. 
 
Again, Graeme Hyde from Australia has written some of his memoirs 
for us. Graeme has had a long-standing relationship with the League 
since his days as editor of the magazine for the Avicultural Society of 
Australia. Even since his retirement from the role Graeme has contin-
ued with his support. Many thanks !! 
 
On the opposite page you will see that the subscription rates for 2025 
have remained the same as they have for the previous 13 or 14 years. 
Please renew either by sending a cheque to Bryan Reed, or using the 
Paypal links on the FBL website.  
 
Finally, I wish to appeal to all members to write in with their reminis-
cences, breeding experiences (even if unsuccessful), trip reports, hints 
and/or tips,  or any other bird-related topic that you feel would be of 
use or interest to other members. The proverbial ñcupboard is bareò of 
articles in readiness for the next and future editions.  
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 A  Reflection 
By Graeme Hyde OAM ï Australia 

 
When I reflect back to those far off days when, as a quiet, fair-
headed, ten-year-old school boy I still vividly remember being 
captivated when sight-recording the Zebra Finch (Poephila gut-
tata) in the wild, in [then] undeveloped bush country on the out-
skirts of Bendigo, near where I grew up, in Bendigo, Central 
Victoria.  I was able to watch them flying around the paddocks 
prior to settling in their nests at night, in prickly box thorn bush-
es. Readers of Foreign Birds may not know how, when longing 
for the native birds and fauna of the Mother Country, many early 
settlers who chose the risky sailing-ship voyage from London to 
Australia, discovered they missed the sight and sound after they 
settled in their "new country".      
 
Apparently enough "new settlers" from the UK convinced au-
thorities, including early-developed zoos, that acclimatiza-
tion was relevant as many 'local members' of both birds and an-
imals are really ideal inhabitants!! Thus, an inevitable conse-
quence, was the motivation of the import of both birds [Starlings 
& Blackbirds] and animals [Rabbits & Foxes] by official organi-
sations such as, and including, the Acclimatization Society of 
Victoria. 
 
When as a young boy developing my new-found hobby of bird-
keeping I stood in front of the small home-made wooden cage 
housing my newly purchased, lively, ever-moving avian dynamo 
with a short tail and largely grey body, fine black, grey and white 
barring on the chest, striking red bill and black and white tear 
drops, I was mesmerised by the extraordinary collage of plum-
age colours [an assemblage of colours] of the male Zebra 
Finch. 
 
Little did I realise that when buying my first Australian grass-
finch [Zebra Finch] was the humble beginning of what was to 
become a lifelong avicultural journey that swept me along its 
"flight path" and, at the same time, enabled me to meet some of 
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the many interesting bird people including (experienced field) 
ornithologists including Dr. Don Merton QSM of New Zealand 
who saved the Chatham Island Black Robin from extinction in 
the wild by using avicultural techniques and German ornithol-
ogist Prof. Dr. Klaus Immelmann who studied 17 of the 18 Aus-
tralian Grassfinches breeding in the wild, in the 12 months of 
1959-1960, and whose copious hand-written notes (in English) 
eventually morphed into the book Australian Finches in Bush 
and Aviary (1965).  The number of reprints of Australian Finch-
es that became necessary was due to the "must be read, stud-
ied and re-read" reference source, that so many Australian avi-
culturists [me included] used as their essential reference 
source.  Following publication it was regarded as the: "First 
standard text on the subject".  
 

 
The Chatham Island Black Robin, along with the  

Chatham Fernbird and Lyallôs Wren  
by John Gerrard Keulemans  
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In April 1987 I interviewed Klaus Immelmann (1935-1987) dur-
ing the Avicultural Federation of Australia's national avicultural 
convention in Gosford, New south Wales, when he was a Pro-
fessor of Zoology in the Faculty of Biology, University of Biele-
feld-West Germany.  My first question to Klaus was: "What mo-
tivated your interest in the Australian Grassfinches?  He replied, 
"I was always interested in looking at wild birds and I was also 
interested in keeping and breeding birds in captivity.  Adding: "I 
kept Zebra Finches as a schoolboy, later as a student, I wrote 
my Ph.D Thesis on the behaviour of the Australian Zebra Finch 
in cages.  This motivated me to come to Australia to see this 
species in its natural environment."  Suddenly, at this stage of 
the interview, I became aware of how, as a young boy living in 
the Zebra Finch's home country, Australia, I was sharing time 
with the incredibly experienced and knowledgeable Klaus Im-
melmann who, like me, began keeping and breeding the Zebra 
Finch as a schoolboy before he progressed to studying them full 
time in cages in university laboratories cages, or any of the 50 
university outdoor aviaries, when weather was unsuitable.    
 

 
 
Sadly Klaus Immelmann (1935-1987) died in 1987 at the young 
age of 52 years. 
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Mexicoðsome birds seen on my visits 
WR Painter 

 
Over the last few years I have visited Mexico to participate in my oth-
er hobby of Fly Fishing. The areas on the Yucatan Peninsula are a 
popular destination to fish for such species as Bonefish, Permit  and 
Tarpon which inhabit the mangrove lagoons and flats ( large areas of 
shallow water ) The particular area we visit is a small town called 
Punta Allen situated at the top end of Ascencion Bay. To reach Punta 
Allen we fly into Cancun, then are driven by taxi to Tulum, which is a 
site of ancient Mayan ruins and very popular with tourists, from here 
the journey becomes more   uncomfortable as it is on dirt roads, de-
pending on whether they have been re-graded, this can take up to four 
hours . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When we reach Punta Allen we are welcomed by the lodge owner, 
Manuel, who shows us our accommodation, very comfortable, great 
local food , air conditioned rooms are situated on the first floor and it 
also it has covered roof area for relaxation . All the staff and guides 
are Mayan, who do not regard themselves as Mexican, and are some 
of the nicest people I have ever met.   
 
Manuel, the owner & chief guide, told us a little story that when he 
was a young boy he and a few friends used to take tourists, mostly 
Americans, to an area where there were some rare Iguanas (very com-
mon here) The tourists were  shown these Iguanas resplendent in vari-
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ous bright colours little realising that they had been sprayed by Ma-
nuel and his friends, a good source of pocket money ! 

 
 The roof of our lodge is a good area to view the trees on the surround-
ing properties which contain a multitude of birdlife, the noisiest being 
the Great Tailed Grackle (Quiscatus mexicanus) the male displaying at 
the top of the bare branches all the while making a selection of  
óglocks ó and rising whistles and then flying to another tree to display 
to his much smaller brownish female. He is a handsome bird, about 
18inch (45cm) long, with black shiny plumage and a long tail that re-
sembles an upturned boat in shape. They are frequently seen disap-
pearing into the depths of the Palm trees where they construct their 
nests. Also seen here is the Tropical Mockingbird (Mimulus Gilvus), a 
popular singing perch being the radio aerial on the next door building. 
They are seen everywhere, from the centre of town out to the man-
groves far from habitation, one pair were seen feeding young at their 
nest in the hollow top of broken off Palm tree . Some years ago when I 
was on another fishing trip to Cayo Largo, an island off the southern 
coast of Cuba I saw several nests built about head height in low grow-
ing Palms and I also saw a female hunting for insects among the sand 
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dunes, she held her wings umbrella fashion shading the area similar 
to the way that Egrets and Herons do to catch fish. Unfortunately 
this was one of the times that I had forgotten to carry a camera. 
 

 

            Several types of Doves were seen, on the roads and verges 
were Ruddy Ground Doves (Columbina Talpacoti) known in avicul-
tural circles as Talpacoti Doves  as well as the White Winged Dove 
(Zenaida Asiatica) in the trees.  Another species, surprisingly, was 
the Collared Dove, I could not find any mention of them in the local 
books kept at the lodge (Birds of the Yucatan Peninsula & Birds of 
Mexico) When I got home I found mention of it in one of my Amer-
ican books, it appears that they had escaped from captivity in Flori-
da and had established themselves there . I presume that, similar to 
what happened in the U.K., they have also colonised this area in the 
Yucatan peninsula. 
 
             We also had the good fortune to have a pair of Greater 
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Kiskadees (Pitangus Sulphuratus) construct their domed nest of 
stripped palm leaves and grasses on the top crossbar of a wooden post 
that carried   electric cables. This handsome bird with his black and 
white striped head, yellow breast and underparts, brown wings, tail 
and back chased any bird that approached the nest including a one on-
ly sighting of a Brown Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus Tyrrannulus). 
 
           On our fishing forays to the mangrove lagoons and flats (large 
areas of shallow water) many birds were seen mostly in the edges of 
the mangroves, small American Warblers such as the Yellow  Warbler 
(Dendroica Petechia) some being resident and others are on migra-
tion, a couple of different kingfishers were seen, the Belted 
(Megaceryle Alcyon) and another smaller brighter coloured one simi-
lar in size to our U.K. resident which I was unable to identify. Many 
small waders were seen , amongst them being Turnstones (Arenaria 
Interpres), Sanderlings (Calidris Alba) and Wilsons Plover 
(Charadrius Wilsonia) feeding in the muddy margins left at low tide.  
 
A few young Caribbean Flamingoes (Phoenicopterus Ruber) were en-
countered one morning in an enclosed lagoon, they did not seem nerv-
ous in any way, ignoring us as we fished, again no one had a camera ! 
Also in evidence were the beautiful Roseate Spoonbills (Ajaia ajaja) 
and Scarlet Ibis (Guara rubra) feeding and also flying above you. One 
morning we were taken to a clump of mangroves in the middle of a 
lagoon, where there were several nests of Ibis, Egrets and Little Blue 
Herons, some having young in them. The afore mentioned Little Blue 
Herons (Florida caerulea) with their close relatives the Great Blue 
Heron (Ardea Herodias),Green Heron (Butorides striatus), Great 
Egrets(Casmerodius albus) and the Reddish Egret (Dichromanassa 
rufescens) were seen every day feeding alongside the deeper channels 
that provide access to the fishing flats. 
 
             Also seen regularly were Ospreys, sometimes fishing, other 
times complaining loudly whenever you get near their very large 
nests. Some of the guides swear that they can forecast the weather by 
the different calls they make. Flying overhead also were Turkey Vul-
tures and Great Black Hawks searching for any carrion as were the 
Magnificent Frigatebirds (Fregata magnificens)  who chase any other 
unfortunate bird in their range that has caught a fish until it lets go of 
it, they are wonderful flyers ! Halfway across Ascencion Bay is Snake 
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island, named after its shape, not its inhabitant,. On this island consist-
ing mainly of mangroves are sat dozens of Frigatebirds displaying by 
expanding the large red pouches below their beaks, the female is iden-
tical except she has a white throat. They have a very large wingspan 
and forked tail with which they display their dexterity of flight. At the 
edges of the island are seen Olivaceous Cormorants (Phalacrocorus 
olivaceus) which when they are disturbed fly close to the surface of the 
sea, where they are seen fishing as are the Brown Pelicans (Pelicanus 
occidentalis) diving into the waves with folded wings emerging with a 
pouch full of fish. A few solitary Royal Terns (Sterna maxima) are 
seen sitting on wooden branches which are stuck into the sand to noti-
fy you of very shallow water. 
 
            Late one day we were half way back to home when we decided 
to fish a flat out of sight of land, after chasing a few fish we returned 
to the boat to find our guides chattering heatedly, upon investigating 
we discovered that there was a very wet Swallow in the bottom of the 
boat. I picked it up and dried it as best I could, however, it was still 
too wet to fly so I placed it in the top pocket of my shirt. When we got 
back to the lodge I took it from my pocket and it seemed to be dry 
enough to be able to fly so I took it to the window, which is about 20 
feet from the ground, and placed it on the palm of my hand. He flew 
away and swooped down to about 3 feet from the ground before disap-
pearing into the dusk, suddenly, the lodge was surrounded by dozens 
of twittering swallows as if to say thank you for rescuing their friend. 
It is obviously a migration route for many types of Swallows and Mar-
tins and I wonder what would have happened next if the boat hadnôt 
been there. 
 
          The lodge is about 100 yards from the dock where the boats are 
kept and is reached by crossing a sports field which is surrounded by 
various trees and bushes and a few dwellings, a few birds were seen, 
amongst them being a pair of White Collared Sporophila (Sporophila 
torqueola) feeding on the weedy verges, several other small dark col-
oured seedeaters were seen but not close enough to be identified. A 
Yucatan Woodpecker (Melanerpes pygmaeus) was seen briefly dodg-
ing around a bare tree and a Hummingbird, probably a Green Breasted 
Mango judging by its size, was feeding on a flowering shrub climbing 
up the lodge wall. (see photo of Woodpecker overleaf) 
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In a conversation with the then lodge owner he told me that he had 
another property further inland which he was hoping to develop into 
an eco-tourist resort, he mentioned that there were many interesting 
birds there such as Quetzals etc. he unfortunately passed away be-
fore this came into fruition, but that is another story  !  ! 
 
        If you are lucky enough to visit this part of Mexico and if you 

can get away from the all-inclusive hotels, I would advise hiring a 

four wheel drive vehicle and to go down to Tulum, the Mayan ruins 

are interesting and are home to some large very tame Iguanas and 

Mockingbirds, you can then travel down the road to Punta Allen into 

the Sian Kaôan nature reserve. 

Editorðmany thanks to Bill for taking the time to write on his experi-

ences and birds seen in Mexico. This is a species-rich country with 

many interesting archaeological sites to visit and delicious food too. 

We have also visited and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, although we 

failed to see the fabled Quetzal (again!!). 
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The Black-headed or Green Honeycreeper 
Darren Sefton 

 
The Green Honeycreeper chlorophanes spiza (sometimes known as 
Black-headed Honeycreeper or Sugarbird) is a fairly common and 
widespread species found in Central America, Trinidad and northern 
South America. It is about 6ò (15cm) long and the male has a black 
head and a predominantly yellow beak, although the upper mandible 
does have black on it. The ñgreenò in the male is actually more like an 
iridescent blue rather than green in the male (as you can see from the 
first photograph). The birds shown were all wild birds photographed 
from the veranda at the ASA Wright Nature Centre on Trinidad, so the 
colours are true and not washed out due to being in captivity, as those 
on Cissas sometimes are.  
 
The ASA Wright Nature Centre has extensive grounds with a vast 
number of bird species to be seen. The accommodation is quite basic, 
although comfortable and clean. To experience these birds it is only a 
short flight from the nearby holiday island of Tobago, which itself has 
some amazing birdwatching opportunities and well worth a visit. 
 
The male individual owned and exhibited by Ernie and Peter Gal-
limore in the late 80s and early 90s was a much darker green than the 
one pictured below and this can be seen on the front covers of the 
1990 editions of ñForeign Birdsò. This bird was photographed for the 
cover by Ron and Val Moat in their photography box. An example of 
these front covers is reproduced later in this article and you can see 
that even after 9 years the green is still quite dark.  
 
Peter and Ernie were very close to breeding this species and in the 
Summer 1990 edition of Foreign Birds they wrote up their experienc-
es. 
 
In 1997 Julian Faulkner showed a home-bred Black-headed at the 
Doncaster show. This was awarded second best CYOB Softbill and 
was photographed by Dennis Avon for ñForeign Birdsò (Summer 
1998). This bird is quite green, but not as dark green as Peter and Er-
nieôs. Iôm assuming that Dennis used a similar photography box, so it 
could be that the blue is intensified or activated by sunlight. 



Foreign Birdsðthe magazine of the Foreign Bird Leagueð Spring  2025 

WWW.FOREIGNBIRDLEAGUE.COM                                                   16 

 

Photo by Susan Sefton 
 

Females are much greener. The juveniles look similar to the females, 
but as they mature the blue on the body and the black on the head 
starts to appear (see right photo below)  
 

 



Foreign Birdsðthe magazine of the Foreign Bird Leagueð Spring  2025 

WWW.FOREIGNBIRDLEAGUE.COM                                                   17 

 
Both of the photos above and opposite bottom by Darren Sefton 
 

The first breeding of this species by a FBL member was in 1961 at the 
aviaries of E.M. Boehm in Trenton, New Jersey, USA. However, the 
first UK breeding was in 1989 by M and D Law (also FBL members). 
The 1989 breeding account was written up in the Winter 1989 edition 
of ñForeign Birdsò (Vol. 55 Ed 4 P126). This account states that the 
birds were purchased from well-known West Midlands bird dealer 
Dave Campbell and were initially housed apart from each other. These 
were in adjoining flights with a wire separator, so could see each oth-
er. 
 
The pair were fed on an artificial nectar and a mixture of fruit consist-
ing of, apple, black grapes, pears and plums all chopped into small 
pieces. The fruit was not sampled until mealworms and buffaloworms 
were sprinkled over the top. On alternate days a mixture of complan, 
honey and glucose was given instead of the proprietary artificial nec-
tar. 
 
After two months the slide was removed. For the first few days the 
pair squabbled, but did eventually settle down, although not roosting 
next to each other. In May the pair were put into a 6ô x 3ô x 6ô high 
planted flight. Within three weeks the male was feeding the hen, so an 
open-fronted nestbox was introduced. The grass and coconut fibre that 
was given on the floor was ignored, but when it was moved up into a 
conifer tree the hen took it and started to build. The cock took no part 
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in the building process. 
 
By the end of June the livefood was increased and within a few days 
the hen had started sitting. The cock took no part in incubation, but 
was kept busy chasing the occupants of adjoining aviaries. By July 7th 
the hen was observed taking livefood to the nest, so the amount given 
was increased. Just over a week later a chickôs head was seen above 
the rim of the box. The hen showed that she preferred white meal-
worms, so these were selected from the main container and fed more 
often than normal ones.  
 
By 19th July two chicks had fledged. They had little or no feathers on 
the head and the tail was short. The feathering on the body was grey-
ish initially, although becoming more green as they grew. The cock 
was not interested in feeding, until the 25th July when he was observed 
making an attempt at feeding a mealworm, but he was unsuccessful 
and gave up. The following day the hen started feeding grapes to the 
chicks. By the 9th August the elder chick had started sampling fruit 
from the dishes and by the 19th they both had to be removed to an ad-
joining flight as the hen had gone down again. I cannot find whether 
this second attempt was successful or not. No further reports were sub-
mitted for publication. However, in the Summer 1998 (Vol 64 No. 2 
P38) edition of ñForeign Birdsò Mr.  and Mrs Law reported that they 
had hand-reared a single chick of this species 
 
The are two other Sugarbirds (Purple Sugarbird and Yellow-winged) 
that were recorded as first bred by FBL members ï respectively B. 
Setterington in 1992 and by Mrs K. Drake in 1934. I was initially con-
fused as to the listing of Mrs. Drakeôs species, as I could not find any 
species that are yellow winged. Dave Colesô ñfirst breeding records 
for birds reared to independence under controlled conditions in the 
UKò lists the scientific name as Cyanerpes cyaneus, which would 
seem to confirm that this was what we now know as the Red-legged 
Sugarbird, although the Red-legged has black upper wings. I have 
since discovered that the Red-legged has golden or buttercup yellow 
underwing coverts and this did give rise to an old name of Yellow-
winged Sugarbird. This yellow on the underwing is only visible when 
in flight or when stretching the wings. 
 
The London Zoo was recorded as having the first UK breeding of the 
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Purple Sugarbird in 1967. The Purple Sugar bird is sometimes named 
the Yellow-legged Sugarbird. 
 
Currently, there are no Green Honeycreeperôs listed by Zootierliste.de 
as being held by any UK public collections, although London, Chester, 
Birdland, Birdworld, Harewood Bird Garden and Paignton have kept 

them in the past. In Europe only Budapest Zoo currently keeps them 
(and 3 Russian Zoos, although these records could be out of date as no 
updates have been shown since 2022)  
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Front Cover Bird 
 

Bleeding-Heart Doves 
 

There are several species of Bleeding-heart Dove, but only two are 
regularly seen in Zoos and Bird Gardens. The most attractive in my 
eyes is the Mindanao species as pictured (Gallicolumba cringera).  
 
The other, more often seen, species of Bleeding-Heart you will be 
familiar with is the Luzon Bleeding-Heart Dove Gallicolumba luzon-
ica. In the Luzon the white on the breast is more extensive and the 
ñbleedingò patch is a brighter red with less defined edges ï looking 
as if it has genuinely run into the surrounding feathering. The body 
feathering is a more uniform grey, whereas the Bartlettôs has a green-
ish tinge to it. Occasionally, the Luzonica Bleeding-Heart are availa-
ble to the hobbyist birdkeeper and quite reasonably priced. A pair of 
Luzon were advertised in March 2025 for Ã475. 
 
All Bleeding-hearts are endemic to the Philippines, with each main 
island having its own variant. The Negros Bleeding-Heart is current-
ly very endangered and a breeding programme is underway in Singa-
pore. 
 
The Bartlettôs was first bred in the UK by London Zoo in 1864. In 
2007 a breeding return was submitted to the League, but the breeder 

wished to remain anonymous and is therefore not attributed in the 
Leagueôs records.  

The Luzon is first recorded as a first bred by a FBL member in 1995 
and this was by S. Abel,. However in 1961 A.W.E Fletcher wrote in 

the magazine about how a single chick was bred and raised to inde-
pendence in his aviaries in Cheshire. I do not know why this was not 
recognised and no medal awarded.  

Mr Alfred Ezra also reported breeding a hybrid between the Luzon 
and Bartlettôs in 1936 and a breederôs medal for this was awarded.  

This was before the Leagueôs rules were changed and hybrids were 
no longer recognised. 
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In the savannah of Malawi in southern Africa  
in the middle of Zurich 

 

Lars Lepperhoff, Ittigen near Bern, Switzerland 
 

In the basement of a Zurich apartment building, Thomas Wallimann 
has designed an African savannah. Various species of magnificent 
finches, weavers and widowbirds flutter through the branches of a car-
ob tree, peck for seeds in the grassland on reddish earth and retreat to 
an acacia branch. Fantastic bird keeping! 

Nature itself is perfect. Imitating them is high art. Thomas has suc-
ceeded. He travels daily to his small savannah in southern Africa. In-
stead of going through security checks at the airport, he goes down a 
basement staircase, unlocks a room and pushes a black curtain aside. 
Warm and humid air is already wafting towards him, soft chirping and 
beeping, his gaze falls from the darkness onto the sunlit savannah with 
a carob tree, whose green pods dangle from the branches in the gentle 
wind. Brownish, ripe, lie in the reddish sand on the ground. A Domini-
can widow (Pin-tailed Whydah) lands on the branches of a kapok tree, 


